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?“ CHURCH BURNED 

Ity 

1 j s The floe big Presbyterian Church 
n , at Cass burned down Tuesday after 
to noon. The building is about a total 
ur loss Much of the furniture was 
u j (saved. It is thought the fire origin- 
I ated from tlie electric wires to the 
a | organ. The loss is estimated at 
k $20*000, partially covered by insur- 
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At that time Uiere wan no one living 
here tint we can definitely determine 
So to brintf tiie conversation down ti 
the times known as A. 1 > , I want t 
make some mention of a citizen wh 
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to Preston county. Along 
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tills line a large number of" stockade 
forts were built In the bloody seven 
ties The best men were detailed 
for this service. They took the usual 
oath of the soldier and In addition to 
that oath they swore not to build a 
tire at night no matter how cold or 
rainy it might be. Bradshaw said 
that he usually made a three or four 
days tour in the country lying be 
tween New River and Big and Little 
Stoney creeks, Indian Draft and 
Wolf Creek. That the spies traveled 
two In a company, and that it was 
his custom to scout through the 
woods and. meet a similar detail from 
, vw _„ Burnside Fort. Bradshaw traveled 
ave not I out of Cook fort. The eastern bor 
of thisjder was watched in this way between 
le unac- the line of forts extending from the 
id seats | Tennessee country to northern Penn 
>ly owe I syl vanla. Bradshaw went in company 
lameless with James Ellis at times and on 
er taken 1 other occasions his partner was Col. 
to, take I Samuel Estell, of Kentucky. Each 
are try 1 tour of duty made a circle of about 
that has I thirty miles. His service was for six 
months eacii in the summers of 1776, 
I. Jones, 1777, 1778, and in 1779. In those 
hools, ol 1 months he engaged in no civil pur 
v Irginia, I suit. The service lasted until Noveno 
•graph of I ber of each year, when it was consid 
•is part of I ered that the country was safe from 
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At the end of 1779, Bradshaw went of the 
to the east side of the Alleghenies cherry t 
. and married Nancy McKamle, and 
clerence hooks I settled on the Bull Pasture river 
Mr. Jones lias about ten miles below McDowell In 
:t replica of a the part of the country covered by 
is foot prints Port George, one of the forts of the 
In l erinsylva line of forts built by Dinwiddle In 
ecord of being the French and Indian war. Brad 
iid vertebrates Uhaw seems to have had about a year 
ooted crawling »t home. From November 1, 1779, 

It Is of vast to January 1, 1781. That was about j shows s 
g up the Penn- 1 the time that Col. Tarleton, and his I reached 
name is sauro- 1 dragons, chased the Virginia assem I Tract: 
unle, the greatlblv into tiie mountains until the I Hunters 
rerslty of Call- 1 statesmen met in Staunton, and an I the old i 
of the Pennsyl 1 alarm In the night, caused the legls- of It In f 
onumental work 1 lature to scatter in great haste at I Close L 
•sol Um>Umy. 1 1 that place; I jg Craig, 

tn r-^mos nparer) Hradshaw Joined tlie company ol/county, m 
ni *rkf* that I < Mptulfi Thomas lllcklln, in Col. 1 184ft. 
in f authority 1 / Sampson Mathews regiment, and 1 county s< 
Uie books, lit served an enlistment of three months! Presbyte 
ny simple faith from the highlands to the sea. nelsons was 
ibm l could was in a battle at Portsmouth, with 1 protnlne 
orruffMtuM but! John Slaven, and a lot of other terUn 
i they were/ mountain men, and being discharged father’! 
nother said / be came home for the summer. But¬ 
ts or roots/aiong In August lie was called to the 
'themselves colors again and again marched down 
they from the mountains to the sea, and 
* D/e«.s/ng/by the time that he got to Yorktown 
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monumental work 1 lature to scatter in great haste at 
nta ot Geology. 11 that place; 

ntp ponies nearer] Bradshaw joined the company of Icoun 

fnd Of m*rk& that / 0*»ptmln Thomas Hlcklln, In Uo\. \ 1840. W 
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n the books. He / served an enlistment of three mouths\ Preshyti 
my simple faith / from the highlands to the sea. He 1 sons wa 
e > c that I could / was In a battle at Portsmouth, with! proaiim 
\y corrugatus but John SJaven, and a lot of other 1 terian 
tint they were I mountain men, and being discharged 1 father’ 
Another said / he came home for the summer. But! same £ 
elites or roots I along in August he was called to the 1 ington 
hied themselves I colors again and again marched down 1 U. ir 
jonte says they I from the mountains to the sea, and 1 gradu 
bas a pleasing 1 by the time that he got to \ orkto wn 


were 


t is very com-1 the colonial troops had penned up 
5 to follow the I Lord Cornwallis and a dig British 

army on a narrow penninsular, and 

like Le Conte I there is where John Bradshaw waded 
•d to another I in human blood shoe mouth deep 
the winter 1 1 Cornwallis surrended to the American 
j man’s land | army there, and John Bradshaw 
id the Siiuri-1 stood in line with the other ragged 
i the town of / colonial soldiers one morning in 
very beauti I October. The Americans formed a 
!y impressed I double line and the Cornwallis army 
stone, it I marched out of Yorktown between 
i specifics-1 the lines and reached a place where 
'ell for the / they were required to lay down their 
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lines were / »rms. Some of the British soldiers 
r*lght and I threw their muskets down with force 
lumber of I enough to injure Che gun. Then the 
numbers. /British marched back between the 
s as stny lines into Yorktown. 

'oungster The next day the British ptlsoners 
und pulls were marched off to Winchester un- 
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1 of stone. It marched out of Yorktown between McL 
the specifics- c * ie l ines reached a place where I man 
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:inwere I arms. Some of the British soldiers! 

J straight and threw their muskets down with force 
.e number o' I enough to injure the gun. Then the I 
In numbers British marched bac* between the I 
6rs as anr * lines into \ orKtown i 

'he youngster I The next day the British prisoners 1 
>v ar;d pulls ! were marched eff to Winchester un-1 
fortune re tier guard and Bradshaw was one of 
mau poor guards, and when these prisoners 
• :c'v\n which were duly delivered at Winchester in 
.■era Is. she ley. Fracshaw was discharged 
c: that the uid cane back to bis bem 
n dowers of I >oon after tie Revcuticn. John 
::y Bradshaw moved west of the Alle 

Sowers in i'-«J and founded Huntersville He 
common tc for iis mountain heme the plan- 
lie tie tetions new owned by Sherman P. 
v and tie h'urry. tie Ax:s Birlcw neirs. and J 
I tcoi H Bustard, several square x: es o: 
hove.* i territory arc this included all of tt< 
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, J 11 . 0 # .lie arid came back to his heme. I 

m flowers of Soon after the Revolution, John! 

.. Bradshaw moved west of the Alle I 

i flowers in U r *‘e n y and f° unded IIuntersvllle - Ile 
common to gob for his mountain home the plan- 

s like the tations now owned by Sherman R. I 

ce and the Curry, the A mos Harlow heirs, and J. 

that I took H. Buzzard, several square miles of 1 

clover 11 territory, and this included all of the! 

j fact that s, te of the town of Huntersville. The 1 

ronds were I Bradshaw home was placed on a bluff j 

Le Conte I looking down on the beautiful waters 1 

ted to the I ° r Knapps creek, at or near the place 

‘Oldhamia I where Isaac Barlow lives. Bradshaw 

1 Oldham I wa3 monarch of all he surveyed, 

ist of the I About this time, John Bradshaw 

ie coals in I bad * stroke of luck which made him 

', and in I one of the richest men of the moun- 

Itlon that tains. A ticket that he held in a 

i soft coal J State lottery drew him a prize of 

a cotton I ten thousand dollars and that was an 

being to I immense fortune In those days. 

e edge of He was a prominent tigure in Bath 

I county and in this county after its 

und reds I formation. My father remembers 

y to use I seeing him. My father was seven 

years old when John Bradshaw died 
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John Bradshaw had another im 
mense tract of land in the Dilley’s 
Mill community, 

One of the first orders of the new 
county court was to grant license to 
keep a house of private entertain 
ment at his residence for the year 
endiDg in May. 1823. For this he 
paid a license of $4 50. But the 
next year he was licensed to keep an 
ordinary at the same place for a 
license fee of $18 00. In the mean¬ 
time, Bradshaw sat as one of the 
county court, being a justice of the 
county. The main difference be¬ 
tween a house of entertainment and 
an ordinary was that that the ordin¬ 
ary could sell spirits and wine by the 
small measure. The court fixed the 
tariff For a half pint of whiskey 
the charge was 12 1 2 cents or one 
bit. There were plenty of half cent 
pieces in those days. Meals were 25 
cents and lodging 12 cents. A gallon 
of grain was 12 1 2 cants and hay for 
twenty four hours for one horse was 
12 1 2 cents. What price soda water? 
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but it can be located and it should 
receive one of the monuments pro¬ 
vided for by Congress for Revolution 
ary soldiers. My father says that his 
grave is marked by a wild cherry tree 
growing directly over his last resting 
place. ■ 

The old cemetery is on the brow of 
the bluff just west of the state high 
way where it climbs the elevation to 
turn around the postoffice going east 
John Bradshaw departed this life 
January 6, 1837. A tall unlettered 
native slab of rock is at the head of 
tiie grave, and a smaller one at the 
foot, both standing. Between the 
two stones, exactly over the center 
of the grave there is a large wild 
cherry tree, perhaps thirty inches in 
diameter. This tree is showing signs 
of great age, and is ready to fall. 
There is some talk of cutting it down 
on account of its condltiou. 

You know there is a great deal of 
talk about the extreme age of forest 
trees that Is mostly all gutsswork. 
Here Is a tree that we kuow to be 
less than a hundred years old that 
shows signs of old age and which has 
reached Its full size. 

Practically all of the land about 
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1 Matlld » mirrie 'M 

Nicholas Linger of Lewis county- 
There would be no trouble to form 

a very numerous society of the des¬ 
cendants of this Revolutionary sol¬ 
dier. And a reunion of his descend¬ 
ants on some summer da? »t the 
noted Curry arch just above and in 
! sight of his grave would be notable 
■ gathering It would malie a grand 
monument fora tablet to be p iaced 
on this great arch with the name of 
1 John Bradshaw 
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the bridge leading i IUo Huntersville 
at George Ginger’s residence. It is » 
large wild cherry tree on the brow of 
the terrace back of a. B McOomb’s 
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JOHN BRADSHAW 


Tin* A ili trass of Prof. G. I>. Mr Neill 
at Clio Grave of John Bradshaw 
at Huntersville, May ill, 1929. 


We are come today to set a marker 
al a tomb, and by the act of assem¬ 
bling here in a reverent sort of way, 
do whatever of honor we may do to 
the memory of John Bradshaw, sol¬ 
dier of the Revolution. We do not 
honor John Bradshaw because of the 
name he Ixire, but because of his 
achievements. Since we deem his 
deeds meritorious, it seems fitting 
thaf upon this occasion we refresh 
our minds somewhat in matters per¬ 
taining to his history. 

John Bradshaw was born in 1759 
February 2nd. Ills birthplace is un¬ 
known. Tradition has it that he 
burn in England. If this is true 
1* was brought to America in his 
infancy for it Ls rather well estab- 

Mw Bradshaws were es- 
UbJUtied |„ ||)e Colony of Virginia 
in I* no. Tile original Bradshaw plan- 
UthHi was some fifteen miles from 
«Imi unow McDowell, Virginia. H 
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JOHN BRADSHAW 


The Aili.Irc.s8 or Prof. (1. 1>. 
ai (lu* (iruvo o! Join) Bradshaw 
at Huntersville, May Li), l'.riu. 


A Vo nro come today to .set a marker 
at a tomb, and by the act of assem¬ 
bling here in a reverent sort of way, 
do whatever id' honor we may do to 
the memory of John Bradshaw, sol¬ 
dier of the Revolution. We do not 
Itonor John Bradshaw because of the 
name he bore, but because of his 
achievements. Since we deem his 
deeds meritorious, it seems fitting 
tliaf upon this occasion we refresh 
our minds somewhat in matters per¬ 
taining t<> his history. 

John Bradshaw was born in 175u 
February 2nd. His birthplace is un- 
Known. Tradition lias it that he 
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‘john Bradshaw was born in 1759, I autumn of 17 
February 2nd. Ills birthplace is un- eU to hiaugur 
Known. Tradition has it that he early i 

was born in England. If this is true p ornw 

he was brought to America in his the ' h*itish U 
infancy, for it is rather well estate move norths 
lished that the Bradshaws were es- |^ n / 1 an< * \ 
tablished in the Colony of Virginia I l * r *' ve the 
in I7(i0. The original Bradshaw plan¬ 
tation was some fifteen miles from 
what is now McDowell, Virginia, it 
was then in Augusta county, but the 
location is now within the borders of | 

Highland and very near the Pendle¬ 
ton county line. 

Young Bradshaw appears to have 
spent his boyhood on- this plantation. 

At the outbreak of the Revolution in 
April, 1775, lie was sixteen years of 
age. With the landing of the Brit¬ 
ish invaders upon the Atlantic coast 
the able bodied, fighting men were 
hurried to the seaboard. This move¬ 
ment left the western border of Vir¬ 
ginia exposed to the attack of the 
savage tribes dwelling beyond the 
Ohio. The killing of Cornstalk at 
Point Pleasant in 1777 aggravated 
the situation and the Virginia front¬ 
ier found itself scourged by toma¬ 
hawk and flame. To afford protec¬ 
tion against these savage attacks, 

< oinpaiiies ol border scouts were or¬ 
ganized. The savages did not fre- 
Tb'iit tills Allegheny region in winter, 
border rangers were required 
, s,T y e rrom April until November 
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ton county line. 

Young Bradshaw appears to have 
spent his boyhood on this plantation. 
At the outbreak of the Revolution in 
April, 1775, lie was sixteen years of 
age. With the landing of the Brit- 
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ish invaders upon the Atlantic coast 
the able bodied, fighting men were 
hurried to the seaboard. This move- 
\merit left the western border of Vir¬ 
ginia exposed to the attack of the 
savage tribes dwelling beyond the 
Ohio. The killing of Cornstalk at 
Point Pleasant in 1777 aggravated 
the situation and the Virginia front¬ 
ier found itself scourged by toma¬ 
hawk and flame. To afford protec¬ 
tion against these savage attacks, 
companies of border scouts were or¬ 
ganized. The savages did not fre¬ 
quent this Allegheny region in winter, 
so these border rangers were required 
to serve from April until November 
ol each year. John Bradshaw enter 
ed the service as an Indian scout in 
the spring 1770, when he was seven- 
teen years of age. Years later, in 

. , . ,le ,nade !l lengthy deposition as 
to Ins war service, and this deposi¬ 
tion is of record in the County Clerk's 
oOx-e, order Hook No. 2. From this 
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Young Bradshaw appears to have! 
spent his boyhood on this plantation. 
At the outbreak of the Revolution in 
April, 1775, he was sixteen years of 
age. With the landing of the Brit¬ 
ish invaders upon the Atlantic coast 
the able bodied, fighting men were 
hurried to the seaboard. This move- 
ment left the western border of Vir¬ 
ginia exposed to the attack of the 
savage tribes dwelling beyond the 
Ohio. The killing of Cornstalk at 
Point Pleasant in 1777 aggravated 
the situation and the Virginia front¬ 
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mantled by Captain Henderson. Cap¬ 
tain dolm Me( oy, and Captain Kllis. | 
Much of the time while he was enga 
Rod in this scout duty lie was station¬ 
ed at Cook’s Fort which was located 
<>n Indian Creek, Monroe county. 
From Bradshaw’s deposition we learn 
that the scouts went out from the 
fort by twos and remained away four 
days. Under the scout oath required 
they were obligated to light no tires, 
by day or by night, no matter what 
the weather. On one occasion lie 
pursued a band of marauding Indi¬ 
ans out of Pendleton and across'the 
upper waters of the Greenbrier. 
Again he was with a company sent 
against the Indians in the neighbor¬ 
hood of Buckhannon and Clarksburg. 
He was stationed at Warm Springs 
for a time. 

It appears that Bradshaw did^io 
military service in 1780. The expla¬ 
nation of this may be that lie had 
just married Nancy McNamie and 
) onng Bradshaw devoted the year 
i< K o to the erection of a new log 

house on the South Branch planta¬ 
tion. 

BiiMn the very first days of .lami- 
* ir >i l~*l, Bradshaw entered the reg- 
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iii;i mint hy Captain Henderson. Cap¬ 
tain .John JVIeCoy, and Captain Kills. 
Much of the time while he was enga 
ged i" this sc-out duty lie was station¬ 
ed at Cook's Fort which was located 
<m Indian Creek, Monroe county. 

I-rom Bradshaw’s deposition we learn 
that the scouts went out from the 
fort by twos and remained away four 
days. Under the scout oath required 
they were obligated to tight no tires, 
by day or by night, no matter what 
the weather. On one occasion he 
pursued a band of marauding Indi¬ 
ans out of Pendleton and across the 
upper waters of the Greenbrier. 
Again he was with a company sent 
against the Indians in the neighbor¬ 
hood of Buckhannon and Clarksburg. 
He was stationed at Warm Springs 
for a time. 

It appears that Bradshaw did tio 
military service in 1780. The expla¬ 
nation of this may be that he had 
just married Nancy McNamie and 
>o«‘ng Bradshaw devoted the year 
17*0 to the erection of a new log 

house on the South Branch planta¬ 
tion. 
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, In order that we may better under- 
). McNeill s t, a mj the portent of this enlistment, 
radsliaw ] shall, at the risk of being tedious, 
lit. li)2i». I review hurriedly one or two phases of 

the Revolution. 

a marker VVith the surrender of Burgoyne at 
of assem- Saratoga in the autumn of 1777, the 
t of way, British abandoned hope of conquer- 
aav do to in « Gie northern colonies, and it was 
haw. sol- determined to shift the war to the 
e do not I south where many of the inhabitants 
se of the wei *e loyal to the British Crown. In 
se of .his accordance with this plan a British 
vein his Beet and army captured Savannah, 
s fitting Georgia, in 1778. In the course of 
refresh lIie military operations of 1778 - 751-80 
erj, per- Georgia and South Carolina were al¬ 
most completely subdued. In the 
in 17o!>, | autumn of 1780 the British determin- 
•e is ,in- to inaugurate an extensive cam- 
U.at he l»:*ign early in 1781. By this plan, 
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one occasion he i and the American army before him 
marauding Incli- {All went well with Cornwallis for 
» -‘'ill across the (a time, then iiis cavalry leader Tar- 
ti*e Greenbrier, j leton met disaster at tlie Cowpens 
a company sent On March 15, General Green risked a 

in the neighbor- pitched battle at Guilford Court 
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GEOROE BROWN COQHR u J 

A''1.1*1 a short lll’i^s -, O^ortfB I* 1 j 

C >c ran was called 'ro® th<* 
iiw life be)01 d on December 8 . 

Mr. Cochran was born in Pocahontas 
ounty on Seotember 26 1842, 
oeing 85 years, two months and 18 
days of age at the time of his death. 
He married Miss Martha E Holl» n <* 
worth, January 25, 1882. She died 
February 8, 1883. One child w *a 
horn to this union—Mrs. James F. 
Rock, of Renick, with whom Mr* 
Cochran made his home. He leaves 
to mourn their loss his daughter, Mrs 
Rock, eight grandchildten, three 
I great grandchildren, a host of re’s 
tives, and his many friends. 

Mr. Cochran made a profession of 
faith and united with the Methodist 
Protestant church in which he served 
very faithfully, being an official mem 
oer until ills death. 

Mr. Cochran served in the Civil 
War as a Confederate soldier, taking 
part in several battles. He was not 
only a soldier of the war; he was i 
soldier of the cross. His body was 
I ait to rest in the Droop Cemetery, 
December 10, 1927. XXX. 

In the graveyard sweetly sleeping, 
Where the flowers gently wave 
Lies the one we love so dearly 
In his lonely silent grave. 
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k . in with a sweetest thoughts will always linger 
i !., r lAiti re AroU od the grave where he is laid. 

II) of wheat . 

* Al . no * So one knows how much we miss him 

Some year* No one knows the tears we shed; 
. tJc « between hut hi Heaven we hope to meet him. 
of pro Where no farewell tears are shed. 
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I have attended all club meetings, 
keep project circulars up to date, I 
read and study all club literature; I 
took pains In working to mane a sue-1 
cess on the sewing project. I talk I 
club life in our community, and try I 
to get. all boys and girls who do not 
belong to join, and try to get the 
parents interested in club work. The 
name of our club is Mount Tabor 
L-Can Club; motto, We can because I 
we think we can: color, Gold and I 
blue; flower, Merrygold; yell, Tin 
Can, Who Can, We Can. We have a 
joliy and go iucky club; everyone en I 
joys the work and takes an interest. 1 
We have eight bright members—! 
Margaret McLaughlin, Nadine, Edna! 
aud Walker Lee Beverage, Carl,Lynn 
and Gladys McCarty, Floy Shrader. 
We are planning on having a Valen-' 
tine party, and a’so must mentiou 
this is the mouth to begin our book 
lets. Nadine Beverage, Pres 

I have been a member of the 4-H 
Cub four months and like club work 
very much. I took sewing for my 
prr ject as I think this will be of use 
to my mother and myself. My hard 
evt problem in making my towel was 
t> rmbro’ r my initial which I did 
did very »< a/ter many trials. 

Ollle Underwood. 

Cummlrgs Creek Evergreen Club. 
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mouth to begin our book 

Nadine Beverage, Pres 


1 have been a member of the 4 -h 
Club four months and like club work 
very much. I took sewing for my 
project as I think this will be of use 
to my mother and myself. My hard 
est problem in making my towel wis 
to embroi - ,i my initial which I did 
did very well after many trials. 

Ollie Underwood, 
t-ummicgs Creek Evergreen Club. 
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Ollie Underwood 

Cummin^ 9 Cr8ek Ever kreen Cl ub . 

^ 1 Mv plans for writing and illust tat 
I lug my booklet are I think the cl^ 
is a lot of help to me In my work at 
Jon at my home auc j a t school. I want the back 
place on I ^ booklet to be different from all 
dies from other booklets or any I have ever 
seen 1 am going to have my book 
1928 let completed by the time school is 
old to be out, my mind will not be bothered, 
ears old. 1 1 am going to make it the best book 
5 months let that I have made. I think my 
rkeys. a c lub and school can help each other 
wo horse by having hot lunches. We are hav 
g tools; I jpg a Valentine party and celebrat. 

ing Washington’s and Lincoln’s 
birthdays. We have club meetings 
and are giving each pupil some part 
In the work to get them Interested, 
and they will want be a 4 H Club 
boys and girls. Our club has discuss 
the matter of a community library 
and decided that c’ub members want 
to get the people interested in estao 
llshlng a community library. We 
could have socials and some may have 
good books that they would add to 
the library. Our school has a good 
library and we give the people of the 
community the privilege to have a 
book out for a certain length of time. 
J lils Is one way that our school end 
club can serve the community. 

Oilvla Lucille Hannah, Klk Busy 
lieeClub, Bdray, W Va. 
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railroads but hard on the coal tlelds 
and the factories. 

Most of the geology belongs to the 
period referred to generally at b. C. 
At that time there was no one living 
here that we can definitely determine. 
So to bring the conversation down to 
the times known as A. D , I want to 
make some mention of a citizen who 
so far as I can figure out has the 
righi to be known as the father and 
founder of Huntersville, and that is 
John Bradshaw. 

The name of Bradshaw lias faded 
out of Pocahontas county, but a large 
number of citizens of the name of 
McLaughlin, Cackley, Gwin, Hogsett 
and Tallman are direct descendants 
of the old pioneer. It is safe to say 
that enough descendants of this Sol¬ 
dier of the Revolution could be nam¬ 
ed who would far outnumber the 
members of the societies known as 
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Times ^ s °"* of the Revolution and the 

I auvrliters °r the American Revolu- 
it Marlin 1 on * n West Virginia, as large antJ 
s matter f ros P 8rous as ' those societies have 
I becom e- John Rradshaw had four 
I *°, ns who removed to foreign coun 
fries, two to Missouri, one to Vlr- 
glnJa, and one to Lewis county. He 
had four daughters who married here 
I a host of descendants. At 

found the time that the Revolution broke 
marks I out John Bradshaw was eighteen 
n the rears old. At that time he 
would was scouting around on the western 
board waters somewhere about Wolf Cre.tk, 
id was I in Monroe county. 

Early In that war the Indian ar 
mies appeared on our western front 
ler. and the backwoodsmen were or 
ganized Into a branch of colonial 
1 the | service known as rangers, but tlh 
dally designated as Indian spies. It 
was their duty to watch the country 
along the Seneca trail from Monroe 
county to Preston county. Along 
thla line a large number of stockade 
foru were built In the bloody seven 
IU» The heat men were detailed 
fur title kervlce. They took the usual 
ueUi of the soldier and In addition to 
that oath they swore not to build a 
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, inla suit. The service lasted until iNovem 

of I her of each year, when it was consid I the 
irt of ered that the country was safe from waj 
Mint | Indian raids on account of cold weath 1 tut 
^in a I er. If the weather stayed warm, or JoV 
■ vijje I a warm spell occurred in the winter, |Jat 
>und | the thoughts of the pioneers would 
iver I turn to the danger of an Indian raid 
! to Iand they would call it Indian sum 
>ton mer. 

to I At the end of 1779, Bradshaw went 
and I to the east side of the Alleghenies 


in and married Nancy McKamie, and 


oks settled on the Bull Pasture river 


las | about ten miles below McDowell in 


f & the part of the country covered by 
fits Fort George, one of the forts of the 
ra ine of forts built by Dinwiddle in 


ng the French and Indian war. Brad 


:es shaw seems to have had about a year 
ng I at home. From November 1, 1779, 
to January 1, 1781. That was about 
the time that Col. Tarleton, and his 
dragons, chased the Virginia assem 
blv into tlie mountains until the 
statesmen met In Staunton, and an 
alarm In the ulght, caused the legis¬ 
lature to scatter In great haste at 
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gneny ana lounuea Huntersville. He 
got for his mountain home the plan- 
, tations now owned by Sherman P. 

, Curry, the Amos Barlow neirs, and J. 
H. Buzzard, several square miles of 
territory, and this included all of the 
site of the town of Huntersville. The 
Bradshaw home was placed on a bluff 
lookiDg down on the beautiful waters 
of Knapps creek, at or near the place 
where Isaac Barlow lives. Bradshaw 
wa3 monarch of all he surveyed, 
About this time, John Bradshaw 
had a stroke of luck which made him 
one of the richest men of the moun¬ 
tains. A ticket that he held in a 
^tate lottery drew him a prize of 
ten thousand dollars and that was an 
immense fortune in those days. 

" e f WaS * P r °minent figure in Bath 

tnZll aDd l n thls count * af t*r its 

seeing IO m* father remembers 

ye „ r Ai / My father was seven 
* w hen John Bradshaw died 




the seventy-nine years old. In liis old | 
>lu- 1 age, lie was a large portly man, with ; 
md I elegant manners, and tine dress, and 
ive walked with a crutch richly inlaid 

>ur I with silver 

in When Pocahontas county was or- 
ir-lganized in the spring of 1822 , the 
le I commissioners met at John Brad- 
re I shaw’s house, and they took from 
it him a deed for about an acre of 
e I ground on the bluff across the lane 
n | from his house, for the county build- 
e I ings. This site was accepted and a 
n brick courthouse built on it that 
lasted until the county seat was 
I moved six miles west on the Hunters 
ville road to the new city of Marlin- 
; ton. 

John Bradshaw had another im¬ 
mense tract of land in the Dilley’s 
Mill community, 

One of the first orders of the new 
county court was to grant license to 
a bouse of private entertain- 
roent at hta residence for the year 

1,1 M »y. 1K23. Kor this he 
I of II 50. Hut the 
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d tie Levels, an(3 u married \ 

h Nicholas Linger ®ty ! 

d j There would be ».-.*** c ' to form 
i a very numerous S0 i trou 6' e f tbe des- 
J cendants of this al^ary sol- 
-,dier. And a reunion of . ! S descend* 
i ants on some sum mer dtJ at the 
noted Curry arch just above and in 
sight of his grave wou 1 be notable 
gathering. It would maice a grand 
monument for a tablet to be placed 
on thi3 great arch with the name of 
John Bradshaw and the dates of his 
service in the war for independence. 

Toe traveller on ths Huntersville 
road can locate the tomb of John 
Bradshaw from the road as he crosses 

the bridge leading into Huntersville 
at George Ginger's residence, it is * 
arge wild cherry tree on the brow of 
the terrace back of A B McComb’a 
•tore I went there toe other day 
*1Uj James A. Beed and Mfoe looked 
around at the beautM 111 ' taller « lir . 



^as | -The traveller on ^ntersvi e I 

rs I road can locate th P Ule &o( John 1 

:n- Bradshaw from th<T tor a l> ne crosses ' 
the bridge leading il? ad * s ntersville ( 

□ - at George Ginger’s r U ° It is a 

’s large wild cherry tr P a Siden ,he brow of 
| the terrace back 0 f ! °°J jylcComb’s 
tv store. I went there other day 
o with James A. R feecl c ‘- e be looked 

- around at the beautiful.valley sur- 
r rounded by the numerous mountains, 

} he said: “AH Brad sh aw land!” 

; | I then came on my way home and 
j stopped at the mouth of tbe nameless 
little run on J. H. Buzzard’s place 
i where there are millions of small 
I stones, the talus washed down from 
I the hills above, and I stopped to 
j take my daily breath of fresh air, 

I and keep on with my continuing 
hunt for a perfect triloblte, which 

j will probably be the milttmeth stone 

II turn over. 

As I scanned the gravel strewn 
stream beds, a young fellow came 

walking the road, and hailed him 

> •« i * 


ut« V • V —— I -I4IIU 

and told him that 1 w , d be driving 
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